
Not Your Average Joe.

Joe Rhea never played in the 
NFL. He never even played 
college football. But he’s just as 
big a hero to many as all-time 
greats like Joe Montana,
Dan Marino and Brett Favre.

And as he likes to say, he’s
“Not your average Joe.”

At the age of 14, on
September 11th, 1984
Rhea sustained a broken neck
on the football field and was 
paralyzed from the neck down. 
The doctors said he would
never walk again.

End of story, right? Wrong.

Not only is Joe Rhea no longer in 
a wheelchair, but he walks, runs 

and skis, much to the amazement 
of doctors. Rhea’s inspirational 

story has helped countless others 
overcome devastating injuries and 

lead a full life. Through the 
Kansas City-based Think First 

National Injury Prevention Founda-
tion, Rhea has shared his story 

with thousands of people around
the world.

There are countless quality
speakers out there to pick from, 

but few can match the impact 
and inspirational message of a 
Joe Rhea speaker appearance. 
Many would consider it remark-

able that a Joe Rhea appearance 
can occur without a wheelchair, 
but he has much more to share 
than just his story of learning to 

walk again.  Through his own 
experiences, Joe has created

the following programs for
your students.

Share the inspirational story of Joe Rhea


